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WASHINGTON – Today, Congressman John W. Olver (MA-1st) announced                that the Department of Justice has awarded Community Oriented Policing                Services (COPS) grants in the following amounts: $20,701 for the                Amherst Police Department, $15, 896 for the Granby Police Department,                and $17,026 for the Greenfield Police Department.

               "These grants allow local police forces to play a more active                role in community policing," Olver said. "Effective law                enforcement results when police departments coordinate their efforts                with communities."

               The COPS program is the Clinton/Gore Administration's initiative                to add 100,000 officers to the beat and advance community policing                nationwide. Community policing is a crime fighting strategy that                encourages law enforcement to work in partnership with the community                to solve crime problems.

               Today's grants were awarded under the MORE 2000 program. This program                provides departments with one-year grants to hire civilian support                staff. The additional support staff allows law enforcement agencies                to redeploy officers so more of their time is spent on the streets                in community policing activities.

               "Now police officers in Amherst, Granby and Greenfield will                be able to spend more time out in the community, and less time filling                out paperwork," Olver added.

               For more information about local police departments call:

               Captain Jeff Roy, Amherst Police Department, 413-256-4011

               Chief Louis Barry, Granby Police Department, 413-467-9222

               Greenfield Police Department, 413-773-5411
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